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faith in the cause of freedom. Now we will 
see that cause to victory in Iraq. A demo-
cratic Iraq will be a powerful setback to the 
terrorists who seek to harm our Nation. A 
democratic Iraq will be a great triumph in 
the history of liberty, and a democratic Iraq 
will be a source of peace for our children 
and grandchildren. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:04 a.m. on 
June 24 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on June 25. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on June 24 but was embargoed 
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Statement on United Nations 
International Day in Support of 
Victims of Torture 
June 26, 2005 

On United Nations International Day in 
Support of Victims of Torture, the United 
States reaffirms its commitment to the world-
wide elimination of torture. Freedom from 
torture is an inalienable human right, and we 
are committed to building a world where 
human rights are respected and protected by 
the rule of law. 

The United States is continuing to work 
to expand freedom and democracy through-
out the world. We will seek and support the 
growth of democratic movements and insti-
tutions in every nation and culture, and we 
will help others find their own voice, attain 
their own freedom, and make their own way. 
Throughout the world, there are many who 
have been seeking to have their voices heard, 
to stand up for their right to freedom, and 
to break the chains of tyranny. Too many of 
those courageous women and men are paying 
a terrible price for their brave acts of dissent. 
Many have been detained, arrested, thrown 
in prison, and subjected to torture by regimes 
that fail to understand that their habits of 
control will not serve them well in the long 
term. America will not pretend that jailed 
dissidents prefer their chains or that women 
welcome humiliation and servitude or that 
any human being aspires to live at the mercy 

of bullies. All who live in tyranny and hope-
lessness can know: The United States will not 
ignore your oppression or excuse your op-
pressors. When you stand for your liberty, 
we will stand with you. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of 
Germany and an Exchange With 
Reporters 

June 27, 2005 

President Bush. Opening statements and 
we’ll answer two questions a side. 

It’s my honor to welcome the Chancellor 
of an ally and a friend back to the Oval Of-
fice. We have had and will continue to have 
a frank and open discussion about very im-
portant issues. Germany is a very important 
country in Europe, and Germany is a friend 
of the United States. We talked about the 
EU. We talked about the United Nations. 
We talked about Iraq. We’ve talked about 
how to spread freedom and peace. We talked 
about Iran. I told the Chancellor how much 
I appreciated the German Government 
working with France and Great Britain to 
send a very strong, unified message to the 
Iranians. 

Our agenda is wide-ranging because we— 
both countries assume responsibility to help 
the poor and feed the hungry and help 
spread freedom and peace. And I want to 
thank the Chancellor for his willingness to 
come over, and I want to thank him for such 
a good discussion. 

Chancellor Schroeder. It is, indeed, true 
that we have covered all those topics that the 
President has just mentioned and had intense 
conversations on all of those. I’ve gone in 
to say that it is now important in Europe that 
we go in and adopt our budget for the period 
from ’06 to 2013. And I’ve obviously also em-
phasized how important it is for us to con-
tinue with the constitutional process in Eu-
rope. 

I was also very pleased to hear—and that 
was why I said that to the President as well— 
that it was so helpful that he said he very 
much would hope to see a strong, united Eu-
rope. 
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Well, as you can see, we have covered a 
range of international topics here together. 
I have very much pointed out to the Presi-
dent what Germany does do around the 
world, what Germany does do in Afghani-
stan, for example, what Germany does con-
tribute towards the stabilization of the situa-
tion in Iraq. I have mentioned our training 
schemes in the Emirates, et cetera, et cetera. 
I’ve talked about the work, the stabilizing 
work that Germany is doing in the Balkans, 
for example. And I have mentioned that since 
we’re doing all these things internationally, 
we would very much hope that at some point 
in time, we could also have a right to rep-
resentation on the Security Council if there 
were the space. So I said very much we’re 
doing lots of things, so hopefully, we’ll be 
involved with deciding things as well. 

President Bush. We’ll answer some ques-
tions here. First, starting with the American 
side. Excuse me for a minute. Nedra [Nedra 
Pickler, Associated Press], there you are, hid-
ing in there. Nedra, excuse me, I miss pro-
nounced her name. 

U.N. Security Council Seat for Germany/ 
U.N. Reform 

Q. Hi. Thank you, Mr. President. Do you 
oppose Germany’s bid for a Security Council 
seat? 

President Bush. We oppose no country’s 
bid for the Security Council. We agree that 
there needs to be U.N. Security Council re-
form. The U.N. also needs broader reform 
than just the Security Council. There needs 
to be management reform. There needs to 
be reform of the Human Rights Commission. 
There needs to be broad reform. And part 
of that reform is the U.N. Security Council, 
and I want to thank Gerhard’s frank discus-
sion about Security Council reform. But we 
oppose no country. 

Do you want to call on somebody? 
Chancellor Schroeder. We are very 

much in agreement that this reform is duly 
and urgently needed, and it’s always been 
clear that it is first the reform and then the 
candidacies to potential seats. And, obvi-
ously, then the process will have to continue. 

And if you ask me about whether I see 
differences, then I’d possibly say there are 
differences in the timing. We were pushing 

to have things happening very quickly. But 
I was very pleased, indeed, to hear that there 
was no opposition vis-a-vis Germany, as such, 
from the President. 

German Elections 
Q. Mr. President, Chancellor Schroeder is 

seeking for early elections in Germany. And 
what is your position? Have you wished him 
luck for this election? [Laughter] 

President Bush. He’s lucky he’s got short 
elections. [Laughter] I still remember my 
election—month after month after month of 
campaigning. 

We haven’t talked about the elections yet. 
The Chancellor is—you know, he’s a sea-
soned political campaigner, and if there’s 
elections, I’m confident he knows what he’s 
going to do out there. But we have not talked 
about the elections yet. 

As we say in Texas, this won’t be his first 
rodeo. [Laughter] 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 
Chancellor Schroeder. We just have to 

add at this point, it is important that our na-
tional German President hasn’t even yet de-
cided whether we are going to have these 
elections. So by that very rule, we shouldn’t 
be discussing them here as a topic. 

But when it comes to elections, I think 
there’s this wonderful saying from back home 
in Lower Saxony where I come from, which 
says, ‘‘Ducks are fat at the bottom end.’’ 
[Laughter] 

President Bush. Steve. 

Iran 
Q. Iran has a new leader. Do you think 

this will alter the climate of the nuclear talks? 
And what’s your message to the new leader? 

Interpreter. I’m sorry; I couldn’t hear 
you. 

President Bush. Iran has a new leader— 
my message is—to the Chancellor is that we 
continue working with Great Britain, France, 
and Germany to send a focused, concerted, 
unified message that says, the development 
of a nuclear weapon is unacceptable, and a 
process which would enable Iran to develop 
a nuclear weapon is unacceptable. And I 
want to again appreciate the EU 3’s strong 
unification and message. The message hasn’t 
changed. 
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Q. Was the election free and fair? 
President Bush. It’s never free and fair 

when a group of people, unelected people, 
get to decide who’s on the ballot. 

Chancellor Schroeder. Well, firstly, I 
couldn’t agree more with this message. We 
are going to continue being tough and firm 
on all of that. The message must stay very 
crystal clear, and it is. 

And secondly, the new President has em-
phasized that he wants the talks to continue, 
so here we are. 

President Bush. Final question. 

Germany’s Role in Iraq 
Q. Mr. President—[inaudible]—some-

times you praise what Germany is doing in 
Afghanistan to help that country. How would 
you qualify what it is doing in Iraq to help 
the reconstruction? Maybe you even could 
be so free to label it as a part of a reconstruc-
tion coalition of the willing? 

President Bush. I think that Germany’s 
contribution in Iraq—— 

Chancellor Schroeder. I understand. It’s 
okay. 

President Bush. Oh, sorry, do you 
want—— 

Chancellor Schroeder. No, it’s okay. 
President Bush. You understand? Okay. 

Very good English, by the way. [Laughter] 
Germany’s contribution in Iraq is impor-

tant. The key to success in Iraq is a—is for 
the Iraqis to be able and capable of defend-
ing their democracy against terrorists. And 
the training mission that the Chancellor re-
ferred to is an important part of helping the 
Iraqis defend themselves. 

Parallel with the security track is a political 
track. Obviously, the political track has made 
progress this year when 8 million people 
went to the polls and voted. And now they 
must write a constitution and have the con-
stitution approved, then have elections later 
on this year for a Government elected under 
the new constitution. 

And part of the political process is not only 
the elections and the constitution, but part 
of the political process is the reconstruction 
programs, of which Germany is an important 
part. And I want to thank the Chancellor and 
his Government. 

A free and democratic Iraq in the heart 
of the Middle East will help the United 
States and help Germany, because we have 
been—we will have laid a foundation of 
peace for generations to come. And I appre-
ciate the—appreciate your focus. 

Chancellor Schroeder. There can be no 
question a stable and democratic Iraq is in 
the vested interest of not just Germany but 
also Europe. And that is why we have com-
mitted ourselves to that topic right from the 
start, actually very much from the beginning. 
We were the ones that jumped at the idea 
of having a debt relief initiative right at the 
start, and we are also the ones who have gone 
in with practical hands-on help. We’ve gone 
in and started training of homegrown Iraqi 
security forces and admin people right away. 
By now, we’ve trained a good 1,200 people, 
about 50 percent of them security staff, and 
the other 50 percent admin advisers that help 
with the reconstruction of institutions from 
within. And this training happens in the 
Emirates. 

President Bush. Well, thank you all for 
coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President-elect Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad of Iran. Chancellor Schroeder spoke 
in German, and his remarks were translated by 
an interpreter. 

Executive Order 13381— 
Strengthening Processes Relating to 
Determining Eligibility for Access to 
Classified National Security 
Information 

June 27, 2005 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
assist in determining eligibility for access to 
classified national security information, while 
taking appropriate account of title III of Pub-
lic Law 108–458, it is hereby ordered as fol-
lows: 

Section 1. Policy. To the extent consistent 
with safeguarding the security of the United 
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